
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
UDited States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gDv 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



HRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONHRMATION NO. 



10/061,155 



02/04/2002 



Yoshinobu Shiraiwa 



5514 7590 07/27/2005 

fitzpatrick cella harper & scinto 
30 rockefeller plaza 

new YORK, NY 10112 



03500.016155 



9159 



EXAMINER 



HUNTSINGER, PETER K 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2624 



DATE MAILED: 07/27/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office commxxnication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 





Application No. 

10/061,155 


Applicant(s) 
SHIRAIWA. YOSHINOBU 


Examiner 

Peter K. Huntsinger 


Art Unit 
2624 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Based on the applicant's preliminary amendment, the amendments to claims 28 
and 35 have been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 21-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The computer program claimed is merely a set 
of instructions per se. Since the computer program is merely a set of instructions not 
embodied on a computer readable medium to realize the computer program 
functionality, the claimed subject matter is not statutory. See MPEP 2106 IV.B.1. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1. 2. 4-6, 11, 12, 14-16, 21, 22, 24-26, 31, 32. and 34-36 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sato U.S. Patent 6,657,657. 

Referring to claims 1,11, 21, and 31, Sato discloses a camera comprising: 
detection means for detecting connection with a printer (printer connection detector, col. 
2, lines 4-16); and shift means for shifting to a print mode in response to the detection of 
the printer by said detection means (control mechanism, col. 2, lines 4-16). The 
photography modes pertain to image data recording modes for printing (col. 1, lines 38- 
40). 

Referring to claims 2, 12, 22, and 32, Sato discloses a camera comprising: 
detection means for detecting connection with a printer (printer connection detector, col. 
2, lines 4-16); and shift means for shifting to a print mode in case of detection of a 
printer by said detection means (control mechanism, col. 2, lines 4-16) in a reproduction 
mode (col. 5, lines 16-24). The photography modes pertain to image data recording 
modes for printing (col. 1, lines 38-40). 

Referring to claims 4, 14, 24, and 34, Sato discloses a camera according to claim 
2, further comprising means for causing display of a style confirming image in response 
to the depression of a predetermined button after the shift to said print mode (col. 3, 
lines 44-48) and causing printing of the image in response to the depression of a 
predetermined button (Step 121 of Fig. 6, col. 6, lines 52-54). The confirming image 
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relates to a resolution of the image, which is a variation in appearance and would be 
considered a style of the image. 

Referring to claims 5, 15, 25, and 35, Sato discloses a camera according to claim 
4, further comprising means for executing a change in the style after the display of the 
style confirming image (Step 213 of Fig. 7, col. 6, lines 4-13). 

Referring to claims 6, 16, 26, and 36, Sato discloses a camera according to claim 
2, further comprising conversion means for converting an image pickup signal from 
image pickup means into an image signal (system control circuit 11), recording means 
for recording, on a recording element (image buffer memory 14), the image signal 
converted by said conversion means (col. 4, lines 40-53), and display means for 
displaying an image based on the image signal recorded on said recording element 
(LCD panel 28 of Fig. 3, col. 3, lines 44-48). 

6. Claims 7-10, 17-20, 27-30, and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Luciano et al. U.S. Patent 6,912,060. 

Referring to claims 7, 17, 27, and 37, Luciano et al. disclose a printer comprising: 
identification means for identifying whether there is connected a cable for connection 
with a device serving as a host or a cable for connection with a device serving as a 
function (USB hub controller of Fig. 5, col. 7, lines 50-61); and setting means (MUX of 
Fig. 5, col. 7, lines 56-61) for setting as a host or a function according to the result of 
identification by said identification means (col. 6, lines 55-65). 
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Referring to claims 8, 18, 28, and 38, Luciano et al. disclose a printer according 
to claim 7, further comprising print means, in case of setting as said host, for requesting 
print data to the connected device and executing printing based on the print data 
received from the device (col. 8, lines 15-20), and, in case of setting as said function, for 
receiving a print request from the connected device and executing printing based on the 
print data received from the device (col. 3, lines 18-24). While it is not explicitly stated, 
it is inherent that the printer of Luciano et al. informs the device of a print enabled state. 
A printer receiving print data from a computer needs to receive some indication that 
data has been received or that the printer is turned on. Without a indication from the 
printer, the computer would not be able to recognize that a device is connected. 

Referring to claims 9, 19, 29, and 39, Luciano et al. disclose a printer according 
to claim 7, wherein said setting means executes setting as the host in case the 
connected device is a camera and setting as the function in case the connected device 
is a computer (col. 6, lines 55-65). 

Referring to claims 10, 20, 30, and 40, Luciano et al. disclose a printer according 
to claim 7, wherein, in case of setting as said host, said print means receives a print 
request from the connected device, requests print data to the device and executes 
printing based on the print data received from the device (col. 5, lines 33-40) (col. 8, 
lines 15-20). Luciano et al. disclose that printing can occur from the printer^s control 
panel (col. 8, lines 15-20), and further that camera can control all the operations of the 
printer (col. 5, lines 22-40). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 3, 13, 23, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sato U.S. Patent 6,657,657 as applied to claim 2 above, and further 
in view of Toyofuku et al. U.S. Patent 6,377,294. 

Referring to claims 3, 13, 23, and 33, Sato discloses a camera further comprising 
display means (LCD panel 28 of Fig. 3, col. 3, lines 44-48). Sato does not disclose 
expressly displaying a print mode indicating mark after the shift to print mode. Toyofuku 
et al. disclose a camera displaying a mark indicating the shift to a mode (Fig. 15, col. 7, 
lines 21-27, 37-40). Sato and Toyofuku et al. are combinable because they are in the 
same field of digital cameras. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
indicate a switch to print mode by displaying a mark. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to inform the user of the new mode that the camera has entered. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to combine Toyofuku et al. with Sato to obtain the invention 
as specified in claims 3, 13, 23, and 33. 

9. Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sato 
U.S. Patent 6,657,657 and Luciano et al. U.S. Patent 6,912,060. 
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Sato discloses a camera comprising: detection means for detecting connection 
with a printer (printer connection detector, col. 2, lines 4-16); and shift means for shifting 
to a print mode in response to the detection of the printer by said detection means 
(control mechanism, col. 2, lines 4-16). The photography modes pertain to image data 
recording modes for printing (col. 1 , lines 38-40). Sato does not disclose expressly a 
printer that identifies a cable connection. Luciano et al. disclose a printer comprising: 
identification means for identifying whether there is connected a cable for connection 
with a device serving as a host or a cable for connection with a device serving as a 
function (USB hub controller of Fig. 5, col. 7, lines 50-61); and setting means (USB hub 
controller of Fig. 5) for setting as a host or a function according to the result of 
identification by said identification means (col. 6, lines 55-65). Sato and Luciano et al. 
are combinable because they are in the same field of printing systems with digital 
cameras. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to combine the 
camera of Sato with the photo printer of Luciano et al. The motivation for doing so 
would have been to be able to select printing images utilizing different resolutions and 
print utilizing a printer without the need for a computer. Therefore, it would be obvious 
to combine Luciano et al. with Sato to obtain the invention as specified in claim 41. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter K. Huntsinger whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7435. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATBIT EXAMINER 
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